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Sandwich exposed Wilkes in the House of Lords. How-
ever that may be, Wilkes turned the tables with the most
stinging repartee in history. Upon Sandwich on one
occasion remarking to him so that others might hear,
"Ton my soul, Wilkes, I don't know whether you'll die
upon the gallows or of the pox," Wilkes replied, "That
depends, my lord, whether I first embrace your lordship's
principles or your lordship's mistresses." Wilkes was one
of the greatest wits in a witty age. When George III
was recovering from his insanity in 1788 the Lord
Chancellor Thurlow deserted once more to what he
believed to be the winning side, and spoke of the favours
he had received from the King: "When I forget them,'3
he exclaimed, "may God forget me/3 "Forget you,"
remarked Wilkes; "He will see you damned first."
Nations, or circumstances, make strange heroes, and
there have been few stranger than Wilkes. Neither his
character nor his parts entitled him to lead the country,
and yet for some years "Wilkes and Liberty" was a most
popular cry. The explanation is that ministers, working
through the majority they had obtained in Parliament,
were endeavouring to stifle all opposition to themselves.
They relied upon the backing of the Crown and the
apathy of the country. Unfortunately for them there
were still enough politically minded people who were
determined that the powers of the old monarchy should
not be exercised by the Cabinet, even if it had the sup-
port of the new dynasty. The blunders of ministers made
Wilkes the unworthy symbol of this natural resentment.
In his paper The North Briton he, in 1763, made a violent
attack on the Government, and during the course of it
account of this debauched fraternity; also Chancellor, E. B,: Lives of the Rak&Sj
Vol. IV.
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